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Summary: 


Following a small incident, Isaac and Ivan have a talk about 
the power that allows one to peer into another's thoughts. 


One who reads minds 
Author's Note: 
Written for Fictober prompt "Catch". 


Their exploration of Tolbi had resulted in the group partially 
splitting up. Ivan and Isaac found themselves wandering 
past a row of market stalls. There were crowds of people all 
around and the air was filled with lively conversation and 
the shouts of people trying to sell their wares. Ivan was 
looking around with keen interest as he made his way 
through the crowds. Something caught his notice, bringing 
him to a halt. "Hmm. Isaac!" 


Isaac came to a stop as well and turned around, spotting the 
frown on his friend's face. He went back over to him. "Is 
something wrong?" 


"Can you please hold on a moment." Ivan strolled back the 
way he had come, jamming his hands in his pockets and 
looking nonchalant. He stopped behind a cloaked stranger 
who was standing before a stall loaded with jewelry. Isaac 
Saw Ivan's body light up with a telltale glow. 


Ivan's frown was even deeper when he came back. "I see. It's 
just as | thought. Get ready, Isaac. It might be risky with all 
these people around, but..." 


"| understand." Isaac's body grew tense as he watched the 
man. Something definitely seemed off about him, judging by 
how he kept looking from side to side. His gloved hand 
suddenly darted out to snatch something from the stall and 
he spun around, breaking into a run. 


The vendor let out a yell. Isaac and Ivan immediately took 
off in pursuit of the stranger. When the stranger moved into 
an area with less people around, Isaac flung a hand out, 
summoning his Psynergy. 


The ground shook beneath the thief, sending him flying. He 
landed on his front and uttered a soft curse, scrambling onto 
his hands and knees. Isaac made the ground shake again 
and Ivan summoned a whirlwind, boosting the thief into the 
air. When the thief landed, his head struck the ground and 
he went limp. 


A moment later, the Tolbi guards turned up to arrest the 
criminal. Satisfied that the thief had been stopped, Isaac 
and Ivan walked away. 


"That was well done, spotting him," said Isaac. "I guess you 
noticed he was acting suspicious." 


"Yes, | saw that his behaviour was rather odd. Reading his 
mind just confirmed my suspicions." 


"It's a useful ability isn't it, allowing you to catch a thief." 


"Indeed. I've read many minds and caught people thinking 
all sorts of things. | can stop a criminal in their tracks before 
they even have a chance." 


"You've heard all sorts of things, huh?" Isaac cocked a glance 
at Ivan. "Does that mean you've heard some really personal 
thoughts too?" 


Ivan ducked his head. "It's... it's not like | wanted to hear 
them! When | first discovered what | could do, it was like | 
had a new toy. | wanted to use it all the time, so | would read 
as many minds as | could. It was honestly addictive." 


"Oh, Ivan." Isaac shook his head. "So your innocence was 
completely ruined, was it?" 


"It wasn't that bad, honestly!" Ivan spluttered. "So | might 
have heard a dirty thought here or there, but it's not like | 
was some kind of pervert snooping in on people's personal 
lives. | didn't really want to hear that stuff." 


"If Garet was here, he would be teasing you so hard right 
now." 


"Please don't say a word of this to him, | beg you." 


"It's alright. | won't tell him." Isaac chuckled. "But you 
should probably be a bit more careful about whose minds 
you choose to read." 


"Yeah." Ivan looked up at Isaac, his expression turning 
serious. "You know, I'm not going to intrude on your 
thoughts again, especially without asking. | wouldn't do it to 
Garet or Mia either." 


"| know. You've never tried to read our minds again ever 
since back in Vault." 


"If | hadn't done that, | never would have learned of your 
quest, so | suppose it wasn't entirely the wrong thing to do, 
but still, | want you all to be able to trust me." 


"We do, Ivan." Isaac smiled reassuringly at him. "You don't 
have to worry about that." 


"Good." Ivan smiled back. "I'll never betray your trust. You 
can count on that." 


